Children & the Courts

The role of the Expert
Witness

The view from the witness box






ARE YOU GETTING COOOMMMMMM....

DEPOSING THE
| EXPERT WITNESS...




DW WiINnnicott asee.iem)

“there Is no such thing
as a baby”

Mother infant
Interactions

“the good enough
mother”



B OWI by (1907-1990)

Attachment Theory
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Biopsychosocial Framework

Integrating both

Developmental and Systemic
perspectives
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Genes Environment

Gender
Temperamer\
Trauma ————> PTSD
Pre existing /
vulnerability

Parental
Response




AREAS OF ASSESSMENT.
Continuity and Quality of attachments.
Preference
Parental Alienation
Child’s Special Needs
Education
Gender Issues
Sibling Relationships
Parents’ Physical and Psychiatric
Health.

Parents’ Work Schedules
Parent’'s Finances

Styles of Parenting and Discipline
Conflict Resolution

Social Support Systems

Cultural and Ethnic Issues

Ethics and Values

Religion.
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m mutual respect
B trust

m goodwill

B communication

® problem solving



Out of the Frying Pan

Into the Fire



“Where Is the wisdom we
have lost In knowledge ?
Where Is the knowledge we
have lost In Information?”

T.S. Elliot  The Rock (1934)



Meadow’s Law

m In reference to cot deaths
m One In a family Is a tragedy
B Two IS suspicious.

®m Three Is murder.



A cautionary tale



If you have two
psychiatrists

you will get three
different conclusions



“the trial judge Is not bound
to slavishly follow the
opinion of an Expert
Witness”

VG & M [2005] Fam CA 1015
(27/10/05)
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